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Planter Box Plants: 
Photo Plant Species Description Maintenance Height Native Region Pollinators Supported Web link for more info 

 

Achillea 
millefolium  
(Yarrow) 
“Moonshine” 

Perennial, 
yellow 
flowers, 
ferny leaves 

Cut old 
flower stalks 
off at base of 
plant 

2 ft California, found 
throughout the state, 
typically in grassland  

https://www.gardenia.net
/plant/achillea-moonshine  

 

Artemisia 
pycnocephala 
(Sandhill Sage) 

Perennial, 
soft silvery 
leaves, tiny 
flowers 

Cut back 
branch tips 
to encourage 
branching 

2 ft California, found 
along the coast, 
typically in sandy soil 
in sunny wind-swept 
conditions 

 

https://www.watershednu
rsery.com/nursery/plant-
finder/artemisia-
pycnocephala/  

 

Clinopodium 
douglasii 
(Yerba Buena) 

Perennial 
ground 
cover, minty 
fragrance, 
tiny flowers 

Trim lightly 
as needed 

3 inches California, found 
throughout the state, 
adaptable ground 
cover, grows in shade 
of other larger plants 

 

https://www.anniesannual
s.com/plants/view/?id=14
88  

 

Cuphea hybrid 
“Starfire Pink” 
(C. ignea x C. 
angustifolia) 

Perennial, 
pink and 
purple 
flowers, 
shiny leaves 

Prune back if 
needed to 
keep shape 

2 to 3 ft Mexico -- more info 
on Cuphea: 
https://www.pacifichortic
ulture.org/articles/cuphea
s-at-strybing-arboretum/  

 

https://www.gardenia.net
/plant/cuphea-starfire-
pink#  

 

Lotus 
berthelotii 
(Parrot Beak) 

Perennial 
ground 
cover, fiery 
orange-red 
flowers 

Trim lightly 
to shape if 
needed 

1 to 2 ft Canary Islands. 
Cultivation has kept 
this species alive: 
https://www.indefenseofp
lants.com/blog/2019/6/17
/can-cultivation-save-the-
canary-island-lotuses    

 

https://www.anniesannual
s.com/plants/view/?id=52
96   

 

Penstemon 
heterophyllus 
“Margarita 
Bop” 

Perennial, 
bright 
abundant  
flowers, 
shiny green 
leaves 

Cut back 
flowering 
stalks after 
blooming 

1 to 2 ft California, found 
throughout the 
coastal ranges, 
typically grows on 
sunny slopes in 
chaparral  

 

https://www.anniesannual
s.com/plants/view/?id=46
11  


